《Edward’s Family Bible New Testament Notes - Philippians》(Justin Edward)
Commentator
The work is intended for laymen of its day to understand the Bible, with brief notes, comments, definitions and cross references - a poor man's study Bible.

The Family Bible "with brief notes and instruction [and cross references], designed to give the results of critical investigation, and to assist the Reader to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the inspired word" was first published in 3 volumes in 1851 by the American Tract Society. The comments follow the Authorized Version/KJV.

This Bible was designed "to assist common readers to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the Bible." Marginal references were from the English Polyglot Bible. Massachusetts Clergyman and social reformer (he was active in the Temperance and Sabbath Movements as well as the American Tract Society, Rev. Justin Edwards (1787-1853) wrote the notes and instructions for the Bible. The marginal Scripture references from the Polyglot Bible were included.

From the 'Preface'

"The object of the NOTES in this Family Bible is to assist common readers to understand the teaching of the Holy Spirit in the revealed word, by giving, in the plainest and briefest manner, the results of sound, judicious critical and prayerful investigation.

Some of the INSTRUCTIONS suggested by each chapter, are added in the hope of inducing all who read the Bible to form the habit of drawing from it such practical instructions as will tend most to their growth in knowledge and in grace, and to furnish them thoroughly for every good work.

The endeavor rightly to apprehend and rightly to express the meaning of the Holy Ghost in the passages examined, has been delightful; and it is hoped that, through the divine blessing, great and lasting benefits will result to many." 

01 Chapter 1 

Verse 4
Faithful ministers of Christ habitually pray for the spiritual prosperity of his people; and when his people so live as to honor him, it gives his ministers exceeding joy. 

Verse 5
For your fellowship in the gospel; more literally, for your fellowship unto, or towards the gospel; in other words, your common interest and fellowship in the work of promoting it. 

From the first day; of your faith. 

Verse 6
He; God. 

Perform it; carry it on to perfection, finish it, as in the margin. 

The day of Jesus Christ; of his coming to judgment. 

Verse 7
Because I have you in my heart; the marginal rendering, "because ye have me in your heart," best suits the context, their affection for the apostle being to him one of the proofs that God had begun a good work in them. 

My grace; the grace of being allowed to suffer for Christ and labor in the defence and confirmation of his gospel, as just stated. Compare verse Philippians 1:29, where suffering for Christ is regarded as a gift of God; and Ephesians 3:8, where preaching the gospel is spoken of as a grace and a gift. 

Verse 8
Long after you; to see you and promote your benefit. 

The bowels of Jesus Christ; tender regard for you such as Christ himself feels. 

Verse 9
Judgment; discernment in spiritual things. The apostle will have the love of believers enlightened and discerning. 

Verse 10
Approve things that are excellent; or, try things that differ, for the purpose of approving the good and rejecting the evil. 

Verse 11
Every thing good in men is the fruit of the Holy Spirit; and where he has begun his work in their hearts, teaching them to practise piety towards God and righteousness towards men, we may confidently expect that he will carry it forward, through faith and obedience, till they are perfect in glory. 

Verse 12
The things which happened unto me; my imprisonment, and all the circumstances connected with it. 

Verse 13
My bonds in Christ; see note to Ephesians 3:1. 

Are manifest; are made known, not simply as bonds, but as bonds in Christ. 

In all the palace; in the original it is, in all the praetorium; by which is to be understood the praetorian camp, that is, the camp of the emperor’s body-guards. 

Verse 14
Waxing confident; by seeing how God supported Paul, and gave efficacy to his preaching, even in his bonds. 

Verse 15
Envy and strife; envy of the influence of Paul, and for the purpose of raising up a party hostile to him. They were manifestly the same class of preachers who disparaged his influence at Corinth, and sought to supplant him in the affections of the church. 

Verse 18
In pretence; such as the false teachers employed, covering up their base designs of self-exaltation under a show of zeal for Christ. 

Verse 19
To my salvation; the apostle’s salvation in the widest sense. Compare Romans 8:28. 

Verse 20
With all boldness; while I exercise all boldness in the gospel, being assured that all things will work together for good to me and Christ’s church through me. 

In my body; in that which befalls my body. The efforts of the wicked to injure the righteous and hinder the success of the gospel, God overrules for the good of his people; so that in nothing need they be discouraged, but with meekness and calmness may go forward, rejoicing that whether they live or die, Christ will be honored and his cause triumph. 

Verse 21
Is Christ; his great object was the glory of Christ, and the favor of Christ was his chief joy. 

To die is gain; it would be more for his happiness than to continue on earth. 

Verse 22
This is the fruit of my labor; this is the way in which my labor can bear fruit for the good of men. 

Verse 23
In a strait betwixt two; strongly drawn two different ways. 

having a desire to depart; more literally, having my desire towards departing, as that way of the two which is far better; better as respects my personal enjoyment of Christ. 

Verse 25
This confidence; that his longer continuance on earth would be more for their benefit. 

Verse 27
Your conversation; your conduct and intercourse of life. 

Verse 28
An evident token; the sustaining presence of God which he grants you, shows that he will save you and destroy those who continue to oppose you. 

Verse 29
It is given; given as a privilege. Compare 1 Peter 4:13-14. 

In the behalf of Christ; for the purpose of honoring him. By enduring trials with a proper spirit, believers honor Christ as really as by active labors; and they have no more just reason to complain or be discontented when he visits them with adversity, than when he crowns them with prosperity; for in both he consults his glory, their highest good, and the good of his cause. 

Verse 30
Conflict; with the enemies of the gospel. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 4
While the gospel inculcates universal humility and benevolence, it produces these virtues in all who savingly embrace it, and thus shows itself to be divine. 

Verse 7
Made himself of no reputation; emptied himself; for a time relinquished the glory which he had with the Father before the creation. 

Verse 9
Highly exalted him; as Mediator, head over all things to his church. Matthew 28:18. 

Verse 10
That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow; that all in heaven and on earth should worship him. Matthew 4:10; John 5:23. 

Verse 11
Humility and benevolence are peculiarly pleasing to God. The most wondrous exhibition of them was made by Jesus Christ: and those who imitate him will, with him, receive a glorious reward; while the homage which they and all holy creatures will render him, will show that he is God. 

Verse 12
Work out; by obeying God. 

With fear and trembling; lest you should live in sin and fall of eternal life. 

Verse 13
Worketh in you; influencing you by his Spirit to do what is pleasing to him. In order to be saved, men must work out their own salvation by faith, love, and obedience, as God has appointed; and the fact that whenever they are inclined to do it, he works in them, and thus influences them to work out their salvation, gives them the greatest encouragement, without delay, to engage in this work. 

Verse 15
Without rebuke; without doing any thing to deserve rebuke. 

Verse 16
Holding forth; exhibiting in principle and practice the gospel of Christ. 

Not run-neither labored in vain; in the toil and labor bestowed on you. 

Verse 17
If I be offered; literally, poured out as a drink-offering; that is, if my blood be thus poured out. 

Upon the sacrifice and service of your faith; upon the service of presenting your faith as a sacrifice acceptable to God. The apostle compares himself to a priest ministering spiritually at God’s altar, and presenting, as his offering, the faith of the Philippians. Compare note to Romans 15:16. 

Verse 18
Rejoice with me; grieve not at my sufferings, or even death for your sakes; but join me in giving thanks to God for it. The holy example of Christians is conclusive evidence of the usefulness of ministers of Christ. For the promotion of it they are willing to labor, to suffer, and if need be to die; rejoicing that they can, even in death, promote so important an object. 

Verse 19
I trust in the Lord Jesus; Paul trusted in him as the God of providence as well as of grace. 

Verse 20
No man; no man among those now in attendance upon me. 

Like-minded; in his ardent attachment to them, and desire for their good. 

Verse 21
All; apparently spoken of those then in attendance on Paul. 

Seek their own; selfishness is natural to all, and Paul’s companions, though Christians, were only partially delivered from it. All men naturally love themselves with all the heart, and soul, and strength, and mind; but they do not love God. The gospel when embraced dethrones this idol, and leads men supremely to love God, and benevolently to seek the good of their fellow-men. 

Verse 23
How it will go; at his trial before the Roman emperor; whether he should be acquitted or condemned. 

Verse 25
Epaphroditus; he was from Philippi, and had come to Rome to bring assistance to Paul. Chapter Philippians 4:18. 

Verse 29
Hold such in reputation; honor those who make such sacrifices in the cause of Christ. 

Verse 30
To supply your lack of service; that in your absence he might, as your messenger, assist me. Those who at the call of duty make sacrifices and suffer trials in the cause of Christ, and to benefit his friends, are peculiarly dear to him; and for their work’s sake, they should be highly esteemed and honored by his people. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verse 1
The same things; which he had before inculcated. Some suppose that he has especial reference to the exhortation to rejoice, which he had already given, chap Philippians 2:18, and repeats again emphatically, chap Philippians 4:4. No persons have so much occasion for, or possess so much real joy, as true Christians. 

Verse 2
Dogs; contentious and impure false teachers. 

The concision; that is, the cutting, namely, of the flesh in circumcision. The apostle applies the term to those who contended for the outward mark of circumcision as essential to salvation. We should beware of the doctrines of those who rely on external observances, or on their own works for salvation; especially when, by propagating their doctrines, they seek to promote divisions among Christians. 

Verse 3
We; believers in Christ. 

Are the circumcision; they had the true circumcision, which alone was essential, that of the heart; they were cut off from the love of sin, and justified through faith in Christ, of which the outward mark was a sign, or, as revealed, Romans 4:11, a seal of the righteousness of faith. 

No confidence in the flesh; in any natural goodness, external privileges, distinctions, or works of their own, as a ground of salvation. True Christians possess that, the necessity of which was indicated by circumcision; without the sign they have the thing signified, as had Abraham before he was circumcised. Romans 4:11. 

Verse 5
Touching the law; in his view of it and of his mode of keeping it. 

Verse 6
Touching the righteousness which is the law; as to that external observance of it on which the Pharisees relied for salvation. 

Verse 7
What things were gain; those by which he once had hoped to gain eternal life. 

Loss; he renounced all dependence on them, sensible that dependence on them, should it continue, would cause the loss of his soul. 

Verse 8
All things; as a ground of dependence for salvation. 

Verse 9
Not having mine own righteousness; as a ground of acceptance. 

The righteousness which is of God by faith; see note to Romans 1:17. 

Verse 10
Know him; Christ in his true character, by trusting in him and experiencing the transforming effects of such knowledge in my own soul. 

The power of his resurrection; according to some, the full power which the fact of his resurrection should have on the mind. But we may better understand here, as in Romans 6:4; Ephesians 1:19-20; Ephesians 2:1; Ephesians 2:5-6, the power of God manifested in the resurrection of Christ. The meaning then will be, that I may know, by blessed experience in my own person, the divine power which raised Christ from the dead: first, as manifested in quickening me more and more from my former death in sin to a life of holiness in Christ; secondly, as exerted in raising my body, as that of Christ was raised, to a glorious immortality. 

The fellowship of his sufferings; the endurance of trials when called to it as Christ was, in communion with him and in the exercise of his spirit. 

Conformable unto his death; his life of suffering which led to and ended in death; the same as "always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus," and "always delivered unto death for Jesus’ sake." 2 Corinthians 4:10-11. 

Verse 11
Resurrection; that which awaits the just-in the likeness of Christ, to shine as the brightness of the firmament, and as the stars for ever. For that we may be glorified with him, we must first suffer with him. Romans 8:17; 2 Timothy 2:12. Souls enlightened and renewed by the Holy Spirit renounce dependence for salvation upon privileges and external distinctions, as well as upon works, and make it their great object to be justified, sanctified, and saved through faith in Him who died, the just for the unjust, to bring them to God. 

Verse 12
Not as though I had already attained; the prize of my high calling, mentioned below, verse Philippians 3:14. 

Apprehend; obtain that heavenly glory for which Christ had arrested and called him when a persecutor, and for which, through faith and patience and much tribulation, He was preparing him. 

Verse 13
To have apprehended; the fulness of that to which he was appointed, and which he most earnestly desired. 

Reaching forth; as a racer, who never looks back, but always bends forward in his race. 

Verse 14
I press toward the mark; the goal at the end of the course. 

For the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus; the prize which God’s heavenly calling has in view. This prize is perfect likeness to and full glory with Christ, for which Christians were led to renounce their sins, believe on him, and devote their life to his service. John 17:24; 1 John 3:2. 

Verse 15
Be perfect; have attained to mature Christian knowledge. 

Be thus minded; have my mind as just described. 

Be otherwise minded; if any had not attained to so much light as to their duty, let them improve what they had, and earnestly seek the teaching of God, and he would impart more. Those who would be perfect must not imagine that they are so, or count themselves to have attained complete likeness to Christ; but they must press onward and daily seek it, in obedience to him, till the end of life. 

Verse 16
Whereto we have already attained; so far as we understand duty let us heartily do it, taking the Bible for our guide, regarding God as our Father, and all his children as brethren, affectionately uniting with them in what is right, and kindly endeavoring to enlighten and convince them where they are wrong. 

Verse 19
Who mind; seek as their chief good. 

Verse 20
Our conversation; more exactly, our citizenship: we are citizens of heaven; our King is there; our hearts and thoughts are there; we obey its laws, and look to it as our everlasting home. As Christians are citizens of heaven, and only pilgrims and sojourners here, they should not be greatly influenced by things of earth, or chiefly occupied with its concerns. Their treasure is, and their hearts should be in heaven; whence they look for Christ perfectly to change them into his own glorious image, and raise them for ever to reign with him in the kingdom of their Father. 

Verse 21
Shall change; at the resurrection. 

The working; the almighty power or energy. 

To subdue all things unto himself; consequently death also, the last enemy that should be destroyed. See 1 Corinthians 15:26, where the destruction of death is mentioned in immediate connection with the subjection of all things to Christ. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verse 1
So stand fast; as those whose citizenship is in heaven, and who have the glorious hopes just named. 

Verse 2
Euodias, and-Syntyche; two Christian women at Philippi. 

In the Lord; in love to him and efforts to promote his cause. Differences among Christians, especially in religious matters, are a great hinderance to the gospel, and should as soon as practicable be healed. 

Verse 3
True yoke-fellow; a person whose name and office are to us unknown. The words may possibly be addressed to Epaphroditus, the bearer of the epistle, whom, as present, he does not think it necessary to name. 

Labored with me; not in preaching-as public teachers-but in ways appropriate to women, exerting their influence to promote the success of the gospel. Pious women may do much to promote the cause of Christ, and in a way which shall furnish increasing evidence that God has enrolled their names among the heirs of heaven. 

Verse 5
Moderation; mildness, especially towards opposers. 

The Lord is at hand; to deliver you, and punish your persecutors. The shortness and uncertainty of time should moderate our desire for earthly things, and lead us so to use them, that in the account we must soon give, the Judge may say, "Well done, good and faithful servants; enter ye into the joy of your Lord." 

Verse 6
Careful; anxious, solicitous. 

Verse 7
The peace of God; that which he gives, and like that which he enjoys. John 14:27; Isaiah 26:3. 

Shall keep; in a state of joyous composure and security. The original word means, keep as a military watch. Habitual affectionate communion with God, asking him for all good which is needed, praising him for all that is received, and trusting him for future supplies, prevents anxious cares, inspires peace, calmness, and composure, and furnishes a delight surpassing all finite comprehension. 

Verse 8
Honest; honorable and worthy of being respected. 

Any virtue-praise; any thing truly virtuous or praiseworthy. 

Think on these things; attend to and practise them. Professors of religion should be careful never to falsify their word, or be mean or dishonorable, unjust, impure, or unamiable; but conscientiously and habitually to practise whatever deserves to be respected and is praiseworthy. 

Verse 10
Your care of me; in sending him assistance. 

Ye were-careful; ready to assist, but had not opportunity. 

Verse 11
Not-in respect of want; his necessities were not the reason of his mentioning this subject. Compare verse Philippians 4:17. 

Verse 12
To be abased; to be destitute. 

To abound; to have an abundance. 

Instructed; literally, initiated, as into something of which the world at large is ignorant. God has taught me to bear prosperity with meekness, and adversity with contentment. 

Verse 13
Do all things; to which he was in duty called. 

Verse 15
In the beginning of the gospel; when he first preached it to them. 

Communicated with me; by sending him relief. 

Verse 17
Not because I desire a gift; he did not make this suggestion merely or principally for his own sake. 

Fruit; the fruit of your Christian liberality, as something set to your account in heaven to be graciously rewarded. 

Verse 19
None need neglect any known duty, or be discontented and unhappy in any condition of life. Let them trust in the Lord and do good to all as they have opportunity, especially to his people for his sake, and he will support them, and supply all their wants-not according to the narrowness, weakness, and unworthiness of their conceptions, but according to the riches of his grace in Christ Jesus. 

Verse 22
They that are of Cesar’s household; persons attached to the emperor’s household, who had been converted by the labors of Paul or his associates. 

